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Abstract:

This article attempts to shed light on the significance of the Enlightenment liberal
philosophical heritage (18th century) in establishing individual rights and freedoms,
particularly in the Western world. It explores how Enlightenment and liberal
philosophies, especially the philosophies of John Locke and Immanuel Kant,
declared the human being as an autonomous entity endowed with the ability to
think, reason, exercise self-independence, and will — all of which are necessary
conditions to ensure dignity and freedom in determining one's destiny without

guardianship or direction. This includes beliefs, opinions, thoughts, and behavior.

The paper focuses on two key moments: firstly, it examines the importance of
Locke's "A Letter Concerning Toleration" in promoting freedom of conscience and
belief for the individual. Secondly, it revolves around the significance of Kant's
philosophy in defending personal freedom, dignity, and intellectual independence,

as evident in his famous text "What is Enlightenment?"

Keywords: Enlightenment,Individual Freedoms, Toleration,Dignity, Self-

independence
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