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Summary

This study addresses the emphatic sounds in Moroccan Arabic (Dukali
dialect, Ariibiya) from an acoustic perspective. It examines the changes in
the formant frequencies (F1 and F2) of vowels adjacent to these sounds and
compares them to their non-emphatic counterparts. It is well-known that
this class of sounds belongs to a phenomenon that has puzzled both
phonetic and phonological researchers: emphasis (I’emphase), or more
precisely, pharyngealization. This phenomenon involves a secondary
articulation of the emphatic sound. The term "itba :k" was commonly used
by classical Arab linguists to describe this concept. However, modern
studies have revealed that it actually involves a constriction at the level of
the pharyngeal cavity due to the retraction of the tongue root backward,
indicating pharyngealization rather than simple lowering. On the
articulatory level, this study will show that the formant frequency values
(F2), representing the oral cavity, decrease, while the formant frequency

values (F1), representing the pharyngeal cavity, increase.
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