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The effect of electronic devices — phones — on relationships

within the family.

Abstract:

Today, the world is facing a great challenge to keep pace with the continuous and
increasing progress in various technological fields. Since the middle of the twentieth
century, we have entered a new era called the “information age” or the “digital
technology era”; Therefore, the individual's awareness of the development taking
place and the elements of this era has become inevitable in order to be able to
benefit from modern technologies and technological progress that grows on a daily
basis. Because of this amazing development, methods and techniques of
communication have become advanced, as many modern means have appeared
such as the fax phone, the Internet, and different types of telephone, such as the

smart phone, which is the findings in the field of communication.
These means of communication have made the distance between poeple short.

this digital development has great effects on values and social relations, and most
importantly on the institution of the family as the most important component of

society.

Today, one who contemplates the situation of the family finds that digital
development has become an integral part of the habits of its members, and that
technological means have imposed themselves within this cell that faces many

challenges in this era.

The reality today dictates that smart phones and computers should be in the family,
and through these means, the members of this institution can view the world with
the click of a button, create relationships and acquire new knowledge, and through
social media, most of the members of this institution are living in a virtual world
that has dire consequences on the individual and society if it goes beyond its limited

scope.

Additionally, this virtual communication, which replaced the role of the family,
has contributed to widening the gap and perpetuating conflict between its
members. Today, the telephone has led to a change in the way individuals interact

within the family. Instead of the family gathering to discuss their aftairs and what
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concerns each of its members, and everyone discusses the challenges they face,
whether they are familial, social or academic; nowadays each individual goes to a
corner of the house or his room to use his own phone and access social networking

sites to talk with virtual people.

Keywords: electronic devices - the family - interpersonal relationships - the digital

phase - the virtual world
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