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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the colonial social policies directed towards Moroccan children
during the Protectorate era, by examining their determinants, components, and the challenges
they pose. This is done by relying on historical sources that have addressed Moroccan social
history. The results reveal that colonial social policies lack protective rights references, as they did
not aim to enforce the rights of Moroccan children or protect them from the risks of vulnerability
and exclusion. Rather, they are driven by undisclosed challenges inherent in social policy. Firstly,
there is a political challenge related to legitimacy. Secondly, there is an economic challenge related
to exploitation. Thirdly, there is a social challenge related to the reproduction of the existing
situation. These tripartite challenges formed the reference framework for the intervention of the
colonial state in the social sphere, a framework that was replicated by the independent national
state in the aftermath of independence. This implies the need to overcome this negative legacy as

a gateway to building effective and equitable social policies.

- Keywords: Social policies — Child protection — Protectorate era
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