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Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between media coverage of human rights violations
and perceptions of the legitimacy of the international human rights system. It starts from
the premise that media coverage does not necessarily strengthen human rights awareness
or trust in institutions tasked with protecting rights; rather, in certain contexts, it may
contribute to the emergence of critical attitudes toward international human rights
discourse and its modes of application. The study draws on a multidisciplinary theoretical
framework that combines media framing theory, Herman and Chomsky’s propaganda
model, Moeller’s concept of compassion fatigue, postcolonial critiques of human rights

universalism, and Agamben’s notion of the state of exception.

The paper uses the Gaza war and the crimes of the Islamic State (ISIS) as analytical case
studies to explore three key mechanisms: the selectivity involved in representing victims
and framing violations, the effects of repeated exposure to violence and atrocities on
audience responses, and the use of security threats to justity exceptional measures. The
analysis suggests that the interaction of these mechanisms may contribute to reshaping
levels of trust in international human rights discourse and the institutions associated with
1t by raising questions about the consistency, neutrality, and effectiveness of human rights

standards.

The paper concludes that the media does not merely report and represent human rights
violations, it also plays an important role in shaping the meanings and perceptions attached
to them, thereby influencing how the legitimacy of the human rights system Is

constructed, contested, and evaluated within the public sphere.

Keywords: Media and Human Rights; Media Framing; Human Rights Legitimacy;
Compassion Fatigue; Gaza War; Islamic State (ISIS); Postcolonial Critique; State of

Exception.
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