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Abstract

This article examines the deepening methodological crisis confronting contemporary
literary and critical theory in its engagement with creative discourse. For decades,
structuralist and post-structuralist paradigms confined the act of interpretation to the
closed boundaries of textuality, treating the literary work as a self-referential system
governed by internal linguistic and semiotic laws. While this paradigm produced
methodological precision, it simultaneously generated analytical sterility, severing the text
from the social, ideological, and cultural formations that both produce and are reproduced

through it.

Drawing on the theoretical contributions of Roland Barthes, Michel Foucault, Mikhail
Bakhtin, and the Arab cultural critic Abdallah al-Ghadhdhami, this study argues that the
transition from narrow textuality to cultural criticism and the analysis of implicit
configurations represents a necessary epistemological evolution. The concept of "implicit
configurations" designates those latent ideological and symbolic structures embedded

within cultural and literary texts, often invisible to purely linguistic analysis.

Methodologically, this article adopts a critical-comparative approach, contrasting the
limitations of immanent textual analysis with the expanded analytical horizon offered by
cultural discourse theory. The study concludes that a robust methodology for creative
discourse must be dialogical, historically situated, and capable of decoding the implicit —
neither surrendering to the hermeticism of pure textuality nor dissolving textual specificity

into undifferentiated sociological description.

Keywords: creative discourse; implicit configurations; cultural criticism, methodological

crisis; textuality; Arab critical theory.
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