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Abstract

This study examines persuasion strategies in electoral political discourse in Morocco
through the case of the National Rally of Independents (RINIy Party. It aims to identify
the rhetorical mechanisms and argumentative techniques employed in electoral discourse
to influence and persuade voters. To achieve this objective, the study analyzes the last
three campaign speeches delivered by Aziz Akhannouch during the Moroccan legislative

election campaign of September 8, 2021, in the cities of Marrakesh, Rabat, and Agadir.

The study adopts both the argumentative approach and Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) in order to uncover the major rhetorical, linguistic, and ideological mechanisms
involved in the construction of electoral discourse. The findings reveal the predominance
of several argumentative strategies, particularly the argument from authority, the
argument by comparison, and the pragmatic argument, in addition to arguments directed
against political opponents. Lexical analysis also highlights the prevalence of semantic
fields related to development, investment, employment, and change, as well as the
frequent use of the pronoun “we,” which contributes to constructing a collective image

of the political actor.

The study further demonstrates the prominent presence of the royal reference and the
values of social democracy, participation, and social cohesion within the discourse. It
concludes that the persuasive power of Aziz Akhannouch’s discourse stems from its
construction of the party’s image as a political actor possessing the expertise, competence,
and capacity required to pursue development projects and respond to citizens’ social and

economic expectations.
Keywords:

Political Discourse; Argumentation; Critical Discourse Analysis; September 8, 2021

Elections; National Rally of Independents Party; Aziz Akhannouch.
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! Constantin Salavastru, Rhétorique et politique Le pouvoir du discours et le discours du pouvoir,

L'Harmattan, Paris, ler édition, 2004, p. 176.

2 Patric Charaudeau, Le Discours Politique les masques du pouvoir, Librairie Vuibert, Paris, 2005, p.14.

o el b T gkl e U 2 R a5 al 3 1 Al snddl Uk (3 8 lenie V) Aol A8 8 ) Lol s ¢ naly o ol
290 5 2023 5,05 2wl T saal cobllex 2l Calpe WLl

* CHAIM, Perlman, Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, Traité¢ de I'argumentation : la nouvelle rhéthorique,

édition de 'université Bruxelles, 2000, p. 5.

5> CHAIM PERELMAN, L’empire rhétorique : Rhétorique et argumentation, Vrin - Bibliothéque des

Textes Philosophiques, 1997 p.28.
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