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Abstract:

This study examines the constitutional trajectory and democratic pluralism in
Mauritania by tracing the evolution of the organization of power and political institutions
from the 1961 Constitution to the constitutional amendments of 2017. It addresses the
central question of the extent to which constitutional development has contributed to
establishing a legal framework for democratic transition. The study adopts a historical
approach to trace the various constitutional stages, an analytical approach to examine the
content of constitutional texts, and a constitutional legal approach to analyze the
transformations affecting the organization of power and political pluralism. The study
demonstrates that the 1961 Constitution established a presidential system that gradually
moved toward the concentration of power and the consolidation of a one-party system,
before the 1978 coup d’état led to the suspension of the civilian constitutional process.
With the 1991 Constitution, the political system was re-established on the principles of
republicanism, democracy, and political pluralism. The constitutional amendments of
2006, 2012, and 2017 subsequently sought to reorganize the rules governing the transfer
of power, the electoral process, relations among the branches of government, and the
structure of Parliament. The study concludes that constitutional development contributed
to expanding the legal guarantees of pluralism, rights and freedoms, and the peaceful
transfer of power. However, the development of constitutional texts was not always
accompanied by a comparable degree of stability in political practice, and the effectiveness
of constitutional rules remained dependent on the extent of political consensus and the

capacity of institutions to implement them.
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