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Declining Electoral Participation in Morocco and Eroding Trust in Representative
Institutions : A Study in Light of the 2026 Legislative Elections

Abstract

This article examines the issue of declining electoral participation in Morocco by
exploring the relationship between electoral participation and the level of trust in
representative institutions, in light of the 2026 legislative elections. The study considers
electoral participation as one of the fundamental mechanisms for exercising political
citizenship and achieving democratic representation, while institutional trust constitutes
an influential factor in citizens’ relationship with elected institutions and their engagement
in the political process. The article seeks to analyze the constitutional, legal, and
institutional framework governing electoral participation in Morocco, while tracing its
evolution and examining the factors associated with its decline, particularly those related
to the level of trust in representative institutions, political parties, and the electoral process.
The study adopts a legal-analytical approach, supported by a descriptive approach and
drawing on electoral data, relevant studies, and surveys. It also examines the extent to
which the existing legal and institutional framework can strengthen trust and political
participation, with a view to identifying key approaches capable of reinforcing the
relationship between citizens and representative institutions and reducing electoral
abstention. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of approaching declining
electoral participation as a multidimensional phenomenon that cannot be attributed to a
single factor, while highlighting the potential role of institutional trust and legal and

institutional reforms in enhancing citizens’ engagement in the electoral process.
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