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Parliamentary Opposition between Constitutional Guarantees and Political

Effectiveness

- Abstract

This article examines parliamentary opposition between constitutional guarantees and
political effectiveness in Morocco, focusing on the transformations that have affected the
position of the opposition within the legislative institution under the 2011 Constitution.
These transformations have marked a shift from viewing the opposition merely as a
political presence associated with the position of the parliamentary minority to
considering it a constitutional and institutional component endowed with a range of rights

and guarantees.

The study focuses on the various forms of the opposition’s institutional presence,
including legislative initiative, the submission of amendments, parliamentary questions,
the establishment of fact-finding committees, investigative missions, constitutional
review, as well as participation in the different bodies and structures of Parliament. It also
examines the limits of exercising these powers and assesses the opposition’s ability to move
beyond merely possessing constitutional and legal rights toward having an effective
influence on legislative debate, oversight of government action, and the evaluation of

public policies.

The study concludes that the constitutional recognition of the parliamentary
opposition constitutes an important step toward strengthening pluralism and institutional
balance within Parliament. However, its effectiveness remains dependent on a number of
political, institutional, and organizational factors, particularly the nature of the relationship
between the majority and the opposition, the level of coordination among its
components, and the availability of the expertise and technical resources required to

perform its functions effectively.

Accordingly, enhancing the effectiveness of the parliamentary opposition requires
improving the conditions for exercising its constitutional rights, developing mechanisms
for legislative initiative, oversight, and evaluation, strengthening parliamentary
coordination and expertise, and enhancing communication with public opinion. Such
measures would contribute to improving the quality of legislative work and reinforcing

institutional balance.
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