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Abstract: This article examines political violence and its relationship to the modern
state, asking whether violence constitutes a structural feature of state power or whether it
can be contained through the principles of law and justice. It approaches violence as a
human and cultural phenomenon linked to power and social organization, rather than as
mere instinctive aggression. Drawing on Weber, Spinoza, and Kant, the study explores
the modern state's monopoly of legitimate physical violence as a means of maintaining
order and security. It also examines the risks of separating politics from ethics in
Machiavelli's thought and analyzes, in the Arab-Islamic context, mechanisms that have
historically legitimized political violence through the literature of governance,
jurisprudence, and royal symbolism. The article concludes by emphasizing the need to
overcome sectarianism and violence and to strengthen a democratic social state founded

on citizenship, dialogue, the rule of law, and human dignity.
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20 Emmanuel Kant, Sur Iexpression courante: 1l se peut que ce soit juste en théorie, mais en pratique

cela ne vaut rien, trad. Louis Guillermit, Paris, Vrin, 1980, p. 42.
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- Edgar Morin, 'Lindividualité de [I'homme', in Philosophie: les intégrales

contemporaines, Paris, Fayard, 1980.

215 2026 pgiS1 - Ograydlg @ulpllssnl **** d__sywalld Inag



[ sazalsane s * * balullg diiall > glghi ] @

- Eric Weil, Logique de la philosophie, Paris, Vrin, 1985.

- Jacqueline Russ, Les théories du pouvorr, Paris, Librairie générale francaise, coll. "Le
Livre de Poche. Références, 1994.

- Maurice Duverger, Introduction a la politique, Paris, Gallimard, coll. "Idées", 1964.

- Emmanuel Kant, Sur /'expression courante: il se peut que ce soit juste en théorie,

mais en pratique cela ne vaut rien, trad. Louis Guillermit, Paris, Vrin, 1980, p. 42.
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