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Abstract

Historical narratives constitute one of the most significant fields for exploring
epistemological questions concerning the nature of historical knowledge and the limits of
representing the past. History is not presented to readers through facts themselves, but
rather through discourses and narratives that reorganize those facts within systems of
meanings, interpretations, and cultural perspectives. This raises a central question: Who
narrates the past? And do historical narratives convey the past as it actually occurred, or
do they reconstruct it according to specific epistemological, cultural, and ideological

conditions?

This study is based on the assumption that historical narration does not represent a
direct reflection of past events; rather, it constitutes a form of knowledge production that
mediates between the historical event and its representation. The production of historical
meaning is therefore shaped by processes of selection, ordering, interpretation, and textual
formulation. In this sense, the past becomes an object of reconstruction within discourse

as much as it is an object of recovery or documentation.

The study seeks to examine how facts move from the level of historical events to the
level of narrative representation, to highlight the role of representation in shaping
historical meaning, and to analyze the relationship between historical knowledge and the
interpretive authority that governs the production and circulation of historical narratives.
[t also aims to question the limits of historical objectivity and to reveal the discursive and

epistemological dimensions involved in the construction of the image of the past.

Methodologically, the study adopts an analytical-epistemological approach as a
framework for investigating the conditions of historical knowledge production and the
mechanisms through which it is constituted. This is achieved through an examination of
the theoretical foundations governing the relationship between facts, narrative, and
representation. The study is organized into three interconnected sections: the first
addresses the relationship between the historical event and historical narrative; the second
explores the mechanisms of representation and meaning construction within historical
narratives; and the third examines the authority of the historical narrator and the limits of

objectivity in historical writing.

The significance of this study stems from the growing contemporary interest in issues
of representation and discourse within the humanities, as well as from the need to rethink

the very nature of historical knowledge. Historical knowledge is not produced outside
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language, narrative, and interpretation; rather, it is constituted through them. This
perspective contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of narrative in shaping
historical consciousness and of the epistemological conditions that make the past

simultaneously an object of knowledge and representation.
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