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Abstract

This article approaches silence from conceptual and semantic perspectives by tracing
its meanings in Arabic dictionaries and examining its terminological connotations across
several fields of knowledge, particularly psychology, sociology, philosophy, and
linguistics. It also explores the presence of silence in contemporary linguistic studies and
its relationship to rhetoric and coercion, before turning to its representations in the Arab
and Islamic heritage. The article seeks to highlight the dialectical relationship between
silence and speech in the Arab intellectual tradition and to uncover its ethical and cultural
dimensions within Islamic references, thereby demonstrating its transformation from a
mere abstention from speech into a value endowed with multiple social and cultural

meanings.
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