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Abstract

This study investigates the relationship between root stability and changes in the
morphological form of Arabic verbs, based on the hypothesis that the stability of root
identity does not necessarily entail the stability of the way root consonants are represented
across different inflectional forms. The study draws on a selected set of examples from
Surat al-Baqarah as a delimited textual corpus, focusing on the roots k-t-b, g-w-1, z-y-
d, and g-d-y. These roots allow for a comparison between forms in which the root
consonants remain relatively transparent and forms in which the medial or final radical
undergoes morphological change. Adopting a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
approach, the study identifies the root of each form, examines how its radicals are
represented, and compares the selected forms according to three criteria: the direct
visibility of the root, the position of the transformed radical, and the need for paradigmatic
evidence to recover its underlying identity. The analysis shows that inflectional forms
belonging to the same root do not necessarily provide the same amount of information
about their root consonants. While some forms allow the root to be identified directly,
others require comparison with another form from the same paradigm in order to recover
a transformed radical. On the basis of these findings, the study proposes the concept of
“degree of root visibility” as an operational descriptive tool for assessing the extent to
which a particular morphological form makes its root directly identifiable. The concept is
not intended as a new classification of Arabic verbs or as an alternative to the traditional
categories of sound and weak verbs or to established accounts of morphophonological
alternation. The study concludes that distinguishing between root identity, morphological
representation, and degree of root visibility provides a more precise description of the
relationship between the root and its morphological realization, while the broader
applicability of the proposed concept remains to be tested against larger corpora and a

wider range of morphological patterns.
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