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Abstract:

This article attempts to define conceptual blending as a central mechanism within
cognitive poetics. It argues that Cognitive Poetics, founded by Reuven Tsur and
developed by Peter Stockwell, represents a paradigm shift from formalist and structuralist
immanent approaches to a paradigm that considers literary text as primarily a product of

conceptual and embodied mental structures.

The core of the study is devoted to the theory of Conceptual Blending developed by
Gilles Fauconnier and Mark Turner. It explains the architecture of the theory based on
the model of mental spaces: the Generic Space, the two Input Spaces, and the Blended
Space. The blending process operates through cross-space mapping, selective projection,
and three constitutive operations: Composition, Completion, and Elaboration,
generating emergent meanings that did not exist in the inputs. Through applied examples

from classical Arabic heritage, such as the anecdote of the Bedouin and Al-Ma'mun.
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