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Abstract

This study proposes a didactic approach to teaching language lessons in upper secondary
education, grounded in the concept of meaning construction as it relates to the teaching
of language sciences. It proceeds from the view that linguistic phenomena should be
approached as a means of developing communicative competence rather than as an end

in themselves.

This 1s, 1n fact, the very approach advocated by the official educational guidelines for
teaching Arabic at the upper secondary level in their treatment of language sciences.
However, an examination of how this component is operationalized in school textbooks,
together with observations of certain classroom practices, reveals that this objective has
not been achieved as originally intended. This is due to a number of obstacles that the
present study seeks to identify and analyze. It then proposes appropriate ways of
overcoming these challenges in order to place the language sciences component at the
heart of the teaching—learning process, one that is founded on the development of the

targeted competencies, particularly communicative competence.
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