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A Methodological Approach to Studying Urban-Rural Relations:
The Case of Rabat
Abstract:

Indeed, there has been a paradigm shift in qualitative terms in the way that the issue of
interaction between the urban and the rural is viewed within geography. The
development has been driven by the emergence of various forms of spatial economic
theories, which have brought about an important change in methodologies, changing
emphasis from socio-economic and demographic considerations in the study of urban
phenomena to consideration of the “peri-urban interface” as a transition mechanism. It is
at this interface, as a product of the physical interaction between the rural and the urban,
where one observes significant changes in function and socio-spatial elements resulting
from the influence of urban areas. From this standpoint, this paper attempts to examine
issues of spatial organization through the interactive relations between the urban area of

Rabat and its rural hinterland.
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