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Abstract:

This paper examines the mechanisms through which racial and ethnic boundaries are
formed and reproduced via immigration policies in receiving countries. Drawing on a
theoretical framework that treats racial and ethnic affiliations not as fixed determinants but
as social constructs subject to ongoing formation and reproduction, the paper draws on
scholarship addressing immigration and integration policies in Europe to identify three
interconnected mechanisms through which these policies shape and reproduce racial and
ethnic boundaries: the legislative mechanism, which establishes and codifies the
foundations of ethnic and racial boundary-making; the administrative mechanism, which
translates legislative texts into institutionalized social practices; and the social reproduction
mechanism, through which boundaries are reproduced by individuals via strategies of
negotiation and maneuvering in response to the conditions of integration or exclusion
imposed by immigration laws and policies. The paper concludes that racial and ethnic
boundaries in the context of contemporary international migration are increasingly
subject to centralized state power, which delineates their broad contours through
immigration and integration policies that, while ostensibly universal and neutral in
appearance, function as instruments for shaping, monitoring, and perpetuating these

boundaries.
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