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Adonis's Modernity Shock and the Poetic Heritage: A Reading of Volume
Four of AI-Thabit wal-Mutahawwil

Abstract

This paper presents an analytical reading of the fourth volume of Adonis's (Ali Ahmad
Said) major work "Al-Thabit wal-Mutahawwil: A Study of Tradition and Creativity in
Arab Culture," subtitled "The Shock of Modernity and the Authority of Poetic Heritage."
The study aims to illuminate the concept of modernity in Adunisian thought—tracing its
Western and Arab intellectual references—through an examination of the work's key axes:
the binary of the fixed and the changeable, the dialectic of tradition and creativity, and
the transition from orality to writing. The paper also identifies the key poetic models that
Adonis deployed as evidence of Arab modernity, and examines his critique of the
Renaissance period as characterized by regression and stereotyping. The study concludes
that Adonis's concept of "modernity" is a complex term shaped simultaneously by Western

philosophical currents and classical Islamic-Arab heritage.
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