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Abstract:

This study interrogates the metaphysical grounding of the soul/body dualism in
Descartes's Passions de 'ame, focusing on the breach the passions open within the cogito
itself. Against readings that treat the passions as a sheer threat to the sovereignty of the
thinking subject, the study shows that Descartes draws a precise distinction between
intuition, immune to error by virtue of belonging to pure thought, and judgment, where
the possibility of error occasioned by the mismanagement of affect is located; a distinction
that leaves the cogito's structure intact even as its breach narrows without closing. The
study further demonstrates that reason's authority over the passions is not direct, exercised
through their suppression or extirpation, a possibility Descartes structurally forecloses; but
mediated: the will conscripts certain passions to contend with others, in a paradox
whereby the overcoming of passion is itself, at bottom, a passional act. Drawing on
Foucault's reading of the Cartesian moment, the study concludes that this foundation -
notwithstanding the ambiguity that has led most Cartesian scholarship to neglect it -
constitutes a pivotal shift from the "care of the self" to "knowledge of the self," inaugurating
a modern philosophical-political lineage that takes the governance of passion by passion

as its ordering principle.
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i~ Ibid,, Art 4.

S_ Ihid., Art 5.

°_ Ibid., Art 17.
7_ Ibid., Art 37.
8_ Ibid,, Art 40,
9 Ibid., Art 39.
10_ 1bid., Art 27.
"_ Ibid., Art 28.
12_ Ibid., Art 29.
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16_ Jhid., Art 211.
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18_ Ibid., Art 52.

19_ Ibid., Art 28.
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