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Media and Communication in the Algorithmic Age:

Reshaping the Public Sphere and Engineering Communication Interactions on Digital Platforms
Abstract

This study examines the radical transformations that digital algorithms have introduced
into the structure of human communication and the reshaping of the digital public sphere,
within the context of the dominance of major media platforms over information flows
and the management of communicative interactions. The research seeks to uncover the
mechanisms through which algorithms control the production, distribution, and
consumption of content, and the resulting implications for digital democracy and public
opinion formation. The study adopts a critical-analytical approach grounded in a
constellation of major media and communication theories, most prominently: Habermas'
Public Sphere Theory, Castells' Network Society Theory, Jenkins' Convergence Culture
Theory, alongside Technological Determinism, Platformization Theory, Algorithmic
Governance Theory, and Datafication Theory. The research illuminates seven principal
analytical dimensions covering the emergence of the algorithmic age and its impact on
communication systems, platform capitalism's restructuring of the public sphere, the
influence of recommendation systems on information visibility and opinion formation,
the reengineering of communicative interactions via social media networks, the future of
journalism and media production in the Al era, ethical-legal-professional challenges, and
future scenarios. The study concludes with a set of original theoretical and practical
contributions, most notably the need to develop a comprehensive conceptual model of
the "Algorithmic Public Sphere" that rethinks the conditions of public information

circulation and democratic participation in digital space.
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