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Artificial Intelligence and the Reshaping
of the General Theory of Contract
Abstract :

The rapid development of artificial intelligence has significantly aftected the general
theory of contract, as some intelligent systems can now intervene in various stages of the
contractual process, from data analysis, identifying contracting parties and negotiating
terms to expressing intent, concluding contracts, and performing and monitoring certain

contractual obligations.

This study examines the extent to which traditional contract-law rules can
accommodate this technological development by analyzing the impact of Al on the
expression of intent and contractual consent, contractual capacity and agency, the limits
of technical autonomy, and its role in performing contractual obligations and proposing

or activating mechanisms for their modification.

The study concludes that the technical capabilities of intelligent systems in prediction,
data analysis, learning, decision-making, process monitoring, and fraud detection are not
sufficient, under the current legal framework, to confer legal personality or independent
contractual capacity upon them. Their legal effects remain, in principle, connected to the
will of the person using them and to the authority granted to them. The study also shows
that the challenge posed by Al does not lie in abandoning traditional contractual concepts,
but rather in adapting and developing them to accommodate automated contracting while

preserving the fundamental principles governing contractual relationships.
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! United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), Taxonomy of Legal Issues
Related to the Digital Economy, Vienna, 2023, published on the website:
https://uncitral.un.org/sites/default/files/media-documents/uncitral/en/digitaleconomytaxonomy.pdf?,
Date of visit 14 May 2026.
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Cannarsa (eds), The Cambridge Handbook of Artificial Intelligence: Global Perspectives on Law and
Ethics, Cambridge University Press, 2022, pp: 59-73.
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