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Abstract

This paper examines the legislative environment governing cultural affairs in Palestine.
[t proceeds from a core hypothesis: that cultural legislation is a central instrument of
cultural policy, and that this legislative environment has a direct bearing on the status of
creativity and of cultural rights when approached from the perspective of rights and
freedoms. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach reinforced by systematic
monitoring, in order to survey and track the laws, decrees, decree-laws, and draft bills
pertaining to the field, as well as the treaty practice relevant to cultural affairs. The study
concludes that the Palestinian cultural legislative environment sufters from a compound
deficiency: on the one hand, it is marked by fragmentation and by overlapping mandates
among institutions; on the other, it tends toward restriction and toward the enactment of
provisions that police and constrain creativity and cultural action, in direct conflict with
the Palestinian Basic Law and with the international obligations arising from the

international conventions to which Palestine has acceded.
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