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Algorithmic Non-Alignment in the Contemporary International Order:
U.S.—China Competition and the Limits of Strategic Autonomy in the Global South
Abstract

This article examines the position of Global South states within U.S.—China
competition over artificial intelligence by developing the concept of algorithmic non-
alignment. The concept refers to a state’s capacity to manage technological dependence
without becoming structurally locked into a single ecosystem. The article distinguishes
supplier diversification from strategic autonomy, arguing that multiple sources of
compute, cloud services, models, and standards do not necessarily ensure meaningful
switching capacity. It analyzes the asymmetric foundations of American and Chinese
technological power and compares alignment, hedging, diversification, and selective
autonomy across India, Brazil, the United Arab Emirates, and Indonesia. It also proposes
a quantitative framework separating the direction of algorithmic alignment from
algorithmic manoeuvrability, based on dependence concentration, substitutability,
interoperability, and domestic capacity. The article concludes that algorithmic non-
alignment is not inherently optimal, but rather an unevenly distributed capacity to

preserve technological options under intensifying geopolitical competition.

Keywords: Algorithmic Non-Alignment; Artificial Intelligence; U.S.—China
Competition; Strategic Autonomy; Global South.
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Chatham House, 2026, p. 19.
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