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Summary:

The journey made a significant contribution to the advancement of human
knowledge, as it is considered one of the most prominent historical and social sources, in
addition to 1its role in fostering communication and interaction among nations and
peoples. The book « Ar-Rihla at-Titwaniyya ila ad-Diyar al-Faransiyya »(The Journey
from Tetouan to France), written by author Mohammed Al-Saffar provided an
opportunity to observe the various aspects of French life in its social, economic, urban,
military, industrial, and scientific dimensions, among others. It represented a conscious
attempt to discover the self through the other, to highlight the reasons for France’s
progress and the features of its advancement, while commending the precision of
organization, wise management, and efficient planning that he observed. Therefore, the
journey became a literary and civilizational document as well as a cognitive experience,
based on a comparative vision that combines openness to the other and learning from its
achievements while preserving Morocco's cultural distinctiveness and core values of its

Identity

Al-Saffar’s awareness of the nature of his journey reveals a deep understanding of the
nature of the relationship between the self and the other. Therefore, Al-Saftar did not
confine himself to providing a simple report on the course of the mission; rather, his
journey became an act of reflection and interpretation, in which the self~emerged in
dialogue with the Other, while difference was transformed into a bridge leading to
communication and cultural and intellectual exchange. Therefore, the journey
transcended the boundaries of a historical and geographical document to become a
creative experience in which realistic observation intertwines with profound self-
reflection, and where knowledge blends with narrative pleasure, and the image of the
external world intersects with the traveller’s emotions and personal perspective. This
opens up new horizons for the reader to understand both the self and the other,
appreciating cultural differences, and drawing upon the shared human experience to build
bridges of communication, exchange experiences, and achieve integration. Therefore,
making the journey becomes an aesthetically, intellectually, and culturally enriching
experience that transcends the geographical boundaries of place to engage with the

fundamental question of the human being in relation to the world.
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