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Summary of China's Geopolitical Influence in the 21st Century

In the 21st century, China has experienced an unprecedented rise as a global
economic and military power, leading to significant shifts in the international
geopolitical landscape. Starting in the late 1980s, China began its development as an
economic powerhouse through the reform and opening-up policies initiated in 1979.
These policies enabled China to become the world's second-largest economy by 2023,
with its economy surpassing $17 trillion and attracting $189.13 billion in foreign direct

investment in 2022.

Defensively, China's strategy focuses on protecting its sovereignty and developmental
interests, particularly in the South China Sea and Taiwan. China has adopted the
principle of "active defense" to modernize its armed forces and strengthen its naval
capabilities. While emphasizing peaceful means, China also seeks to build a strong

deterrent against potential threats.

Diplomatically, China has embraced principles aimed at fostering international
relations based on equality, justice, and respect for sovereignty. However, it has faced
criticism from some observers who believe these policies may be driven by China's
sense of competition with other nations. China attempts to balance the use of "soft"
tools, such as diplomacy and culture, with "hard" power, including military strength,

to achieve its international objectives.

One of the major challenges China faces in its foreign policy is managing its
relationships with major powers like the United States and European countries, which

may be wary of China's growing influence.

In conclusion, China seeks to leverage its economic capabilities to build international
influence through initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative, which aims to
strengthen connections between China and other countries through infrastructure and
investments. This strategy combines soft tools with hard power to achieve China's
interests in a changing world, while aiming to build strong international relations based

on economic cooperation.
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