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Literary criticism has traditionally viewed literary texts from an artistic
perspective, aiming to uncover the aesthetic dimension within them, employing
various rhetorical and stylistic tools for this purpose. However, cultural criticism
came to shift this perspective towards the cultural patterns governing the
subconscious of the text, thereby establishing a cultural critical approach. This
approach bases its concepts on the pre-creative phase of the text, so to speak, and
the patterns that pervade this phase within the collective subconscious. According
to Abdel Fattah Kilito, the cultural pattern is: "A convention (social, religious,
moral, aesthetic, etc.) imposed by the social situation at a certain point in its
development, which is implicitly accepted by both the author and the audience." It
is "of a narrative nature, moving within a meticulous plot, thus it is hidden and
implicit, always capable of concealment, utilizing many masks, the most important
of which is the mask of linguistic aesthetics. Through rhetoric and its aesthetics, the

patterns pass safely and confidently under this lush umbrella."

The efficacy of cultural criticism lies in its collective nature revealed through
language; the language of the text, seen as an artistic and aesthetic mask behind
which more profound and impactful discourses are concealed. These discourses are
telt and recalled as a social memory that has persisted among us in a certain time and
place, forming a cultural pattern that is difficult to erase. Will culture, considered as
the implicit author of the literary creative work according to Al-Ghadhami, use the
very short story as a tool to transmit its patterns and values, spreading them among

us to rebuild awareness with new standards?

In this context, this article comes with the aim of uncovering the hidden cultural
patterns embedded in the very short story, charged with political, historical,
religious, and social events drawn from lived reality. It seeks to reveal the hidden
and concealed behind the aesthetic masks and to work on the implicit structural
patterns in Arab and Islamic culture in general, and Moroccan culture in particular,
through one of its artistic and semantic characteristics, namely irony. This
characteristic 1s considered a mirror reflecting values and cultural transformations in

a suggestive and implicit manner, allowing for multiple interpretations and
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requiring a unique ability to interpret and uncover the meanings embedded in the

text.

Therefore, this study is organized according to two main axes: the first theoretical
and the second practical. The theoretical part briefly addresses the concept of the
very short story and its characteristics, focusing on irony. The practical part aims to
uncover the hidden cultural patterns in the very short story in its various
manifestations; political, philosophical, historical, social, and religious. We will
exemplify each of the mentioned patterns with a very short story model by

Moroccan creators
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