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Abstract

The cities of Moroccan Sahara have witnessed major economic and dynamic
shifts that are measured by the extent of polarization imposed by these cities on far-
reaching areas. These dynamics are caused by local factors as well as the state’s desire
to reduce the disparities inherited from Spanish colonialism in this region.

The state has put these regions on the top of its priorities. It tried to create
subsidized regional poles that constitute a vehicle for development in the area. This
strategy led to sociological dynamism and socio- regional shifts that have numerous
regional consequences on the organizational and structural levels and caused
regional and local disparities.

Laayoune and Goulmim are the cities that have been assigned the function of
regional pole capitals in Saharan areas. That is, both cities resemble on the leadership
level since both of them are centres of decision making and mapping out in the
region. However, they differ in terms of their functions and their desire to have
complete control over the surrounding areas.

This article will attempt to tackle some of the regional disparities between
Laayoune and Goulmim cities and analyse the different reasons and mechanisms
leading to these disparities caused by regional dynamics of each area.

Key words: regional disparities, cities of Moroccan Sahara and Laayoune and

Goulmim.
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