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Abstract:

The study reveals that the Ottoman Empire, during the period spanning the late
nineteenth to the early twentieth century, possessed an advanced awareness of the
importance of humanitarian work within its political and social structures. This work was
not limited to providing aid but also aimed at enhancing social stability and consolidating
legitimacy. Over time, Ottoman humanitarian eftorts began to transcend religious and
geographical boundaries, encompassing diverse communities and aligning, to some
extent, with the universal principles of contemporary humanitarianism, such as neutrality,
independence, and impartiality. Despite the enduring influence of religion as an
organizational motivation, Ottoman humanitarian initiatives demonstrated the capacity
to overcome religious and identity divisions, establishing an early model of global
humanitarianism prior to its formal articulation by international organizations. This legacy

opens the door for further historical research and analytical inquiry.
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2 Oded peri, "waqf and ottman welfare policy. The poor kitchen of hasseki sultan in Eighteenth —century
Jerusalem", journal of the Economic and social history of the orient, vol 35, p 168.
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