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Abstract

This article adopts a critical—analytical review of classical and contemporary educational literature,
combined with an examination of Moroccan policy frameworks, to reassess the role of arts and cultural
education within the Moroccan school. From Dewey, Read, and Eisner’s perspectives on the arts as
experiences of emancipation and imagination, to international references (UNESCO, 2006, 2010, 2024,
OECD, 2019, 2024), the argument is consistent: the arts are no longer peripheral, but essential for

tostering creativity, critical thinking, and civic competences in the 21st century.

The Moroccan case reveals a structural paradox: while official discourse grants arts education a
strategic role, actual practice remains marginal, constrained by insufficient infrastructure, the absence of

teacher training, and persistent territorial and social inequalities .

The paper’s main contribution is to show that linking arts education with cultural democracy provides
anew lens to redefine the mission of Moroccan schooling — not merely as an institution for certification,
but as a public space for meaning-making, social justice, and cultural participation. The article closes
with practical recommendations to policymakers: extending artistic infrastructure, embedding arts

pedagogy in teacher education, and addressing spatial inequalities in cultural provision.
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