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Abstract:

This study explores how storytelling changes when it moves from the written page to
digital formats. Rather than relying on text alone—where readers can freely imagine
scenes and emotions—digital stories bring events to life through images, sound, rhythm,
and editing. In that shift, time is no longer just something described; it becomes something
the audience experiences as the story unfolds. Meaning is produced not only by what is
told, but by how different media elements are arranged and made to work together. From
this perspective, digital storytelling is not simply “the same story on a new platform,” but

a deeper reworking of narrative form itself.

The study treats multimodality as a way of explaining and clarifying information, in line
with Modeling Systems Theory and Dual Coding Theory, both of which highlight how
verbal and non-verbal channels interact in encoding ideas and generating meaning. It also
argues that interactivity is not a decorative add-on, but a structural feature of digital
narrative. It appears in post-publication engagement (comments, likes, shares, discussion),
in navigational choices (hyperlinks and non-linear browsing), and in participatory forms

where users can shape the path of the story—as in web documentaries and narrative games.

The study then maps digital story production as a connected sequence of stages: choosing
a topic based on theme, message, angle, audience interest, technical feasibility, and
editorial line; selecting a narrative structure (three-act, circular, or branching/interactive);
writing with economy and attention to the “first seconds,” while adapting for mobile
screens and sound-oft viewing; gathering audiovisual materials; and editing as a creative
recomposition that controls pacing, emotion, and rhythm. An applied case from Hespress
shows how written storytelling units can be broken into modular segments and
reassembled into an audiovisual journey using flashbacks, maps, effects, and voice-over.
The study concludes that digital storytelling must constantly negotiate cognitive value and
reach—and that even as advanced editing tools and Al raise production complexity, they
cannot replace narrative craft, editorial judgment, or ethical foundations, which remain

essential for meaning and trust.
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