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Abstract

This article starts from a central question concerning the extent to which Morocco’s
recent social protection reforms, particularly Framework Law 09.21, have effectively
enabled a shift from fragmented, sector-based programs toward a universal system
grounded in social rights and capable of reducing structural forms of vulnerability. The
analysis relies on a theoretical framework inspired by the sociology of the welfare state,
tracing the evolution of modern social protection models from the Bismarckian and
Beveridgean paradigms to the transformations introduced by neoliberal reforms and their

redefinition of the social role of the state.

Through the examination of reports issued by the Economic, Social and Environmental
Council, as well as relevant Royal Speeches, the paper shows that Morocco has moved
from a phase of diagnosing institutional fragmentation toward the articulation of a broader
reform vision at the level of discourse and policy orientation. However, when compared
with the ILO Recommendation No. 202, important structural limits remain visible,
particularly the continued reliance on contribution-based access mechanisms and the
relative weakness of participatory governance in the design and monitoring of social
policies. These elements suggest that the current system remains in a transitional stage and
has not yet fully consolidated social protection as an unconditional and universal social

right.

The article concludes that overcoming these limits requires stronger fiscal justice, a more
effective integration of the informal economy, and the reinforcement of social
participation in public policy-making. These conditions appear essential for rebuilding a
more inclusive welfare state, capable of protecting vulnerable groups in practice rather

than only at the level of legal texts and political declarations.

Keywords :Social Protection in Morocco; Vulnerability; Welfare State; Public

Policy; Social Justice
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