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Abstract

This study analyzes the politicization of the "Ultras" movement in Morocco, examining
how football stadiums have evolved from recreational spaces into arenas for political
protest and social dissent, particularly following the 2011 uprisings. The paper investigates

the dynamics of youth identity and the shifting boundaries between sports and politics in
North Africa.

Employing Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis, the study explores how
Ultras groups utilize stadium chants and slogans to articulate grievances regarding
unemployment and social injustice. It frames these expressions as "politics from below,"

emerging as a response to the decline of traditional political institutions.

The findings challenge the narrative of youth political apathy, demonstrating that young
people are actively engaged in "informal politics" through alternative spaces. Furthermore,
the study highlights the significant influence of the Ultras’ subculture—its rituals, slogans,
and organizational tactics—on broader social movements in the region (e.g., teachers'
protests in Morocco and the Hirak in Algeria). The paper concludes that the stadium has
become a laboratory for new forms of activism, influencing the broader political

landscape.

Keyword: Ultras, Social Movements, Political Protest, Youth, Morocco, Politicization
of Sports.
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