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Abstract

This article presents an anthropological field study of the traditional fishing community
in the village of Shama‘la, Chefchaouen Province, Morocco. It examines traditional
maritime activities and the social practices associated with them through a
multidimensional approach that encompasses legal, economic, and cultural aspects.
Artisanal fishing is considered a key analytical entry point for understanding local territorial
issues, particularly the coexistence between traditional social organizations and imported

modern institutional frameworks.

The study also documents the transformations experienced by the local community as a
result of internal and external factors, highlighting that traditional societies are not static
but dynamic and constantly evolving (en mutation), although such transformations do not
necessarily lead to structural change or sustainable development. Fishing activity is

approached as a complex field in which community, territory, and culture intersect.

The research 1is structured around two main objectives: first, to analyze the
multidimensional processes of transformation that have reshaped the local community
under the influence of modernization and globalization; and second, to adopt a reflexive
perspective that revisits the field as a space of memory and knowledge, combining the

researcher’s personal experience with the demands of scientific inquiry.
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