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The Aesthetics of Stenographic and Temporal Composition in Saudi
Theater: A Study of the Play Sarat Al-Shi’r wal-Kuhula as a Model

Abstract

This study aims to explore the aesthetics of scenographic and temporal composition in
Saudi theatre through an analytical examination of Sarat al-Shi’r wa-al-Kuhula by Saleh
Zamanan, as an artistic model that embodies the integration between visual and temporal
structures in shaping the theatrical experience. The research is grounded in the hypothesis
that the aesthetic structure of a theatrical performance is not achieved through the script
alone, but through the dynamic interaction between scenographic elements and temporal
rhythm, creating a perceptual experience that transcends the limits of language into the
realms of sensation and meaning. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology,
analyzing the performance components—including mise-en-scéne, lighting, costumes,
sound effects, and temporal rhythm—while drawing on theoretical frameworks from
aesthetics and modern theatre studies.The findings reveal that the scenographic
composition in Sarat al-Shi’r wa-al-Kuhula is governed by a meticulous directorial vision
that employs stage space as a visual language of multiple semiotic dimensions. The
elements of set design, light, and color are arranged in precise harmony with the dramatic
rhythm of the characters. The study also shows that the temporal structure of the play
transcends the conventional linear sequence of events, focusing instead on psychological
and emotional time that reflects the inner transformations of the characters and the
interplay between past and present. Furthermore, the research demonstrates that the
relationship between scenography and time is dialectical, as each contributes to shaping
the other, resulting in a cohesive dramatic structure characterized by depth and aesthetic
contemplation. The study concludes that Sarat al-Shi’r wa-al-Kuhula represents an
advanced Saudi theatrical experience that reveals a heightened awareness of time and
theatrical space. Through the transformation of visual and temporal elements into
interwoven aesthetic and symbolic expressions, the director establishes a modern artistic
vision that transcends traditional narrative frameworks and redefines the relationship

between body, time, and space in theatrical performance.
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