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The Standard Intersection between Arabic Rhetoric and Western Pragmatics.

Abstract:

Rhetoric and pragmatics converge in their fundamental perception of language as a
means of performing an act upon the receiver. It is widely acknowledged that any
linguistic text is, by nature, a pragmatic text—or, in other terms, a text situated within a
communicative context. Both disciplines share a concern for external circumstances and
contextual variables that shape the process of analysis. These are the very factors
considered by the speaker prior to the act of utterance, ensuring that the linguistic message
achieves the highest possible degree of intelligibility, persuasion, and communicative
impact upon the recipient. Within this framework, rhetoric may be regarded as a system
of procedural guidelines employed in the production of discourse. Such criteria
subsequently enable the linguistic analyst to identify the rhetorical forms and strategies

utilized by the sender.
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