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Abstract:

This paper seeks to engage with Mohammed Arkoun’s intellectual project in
addressing the crisis of Islamic consciousness, through an interactive reading of his work
The Liberation of Islamic Consciousness: Towards Breaking Out of Closed Enclosures.
Arkoun’s project emerges from the profound religious and political crises experienced by
Muslim societies, wherein he attempts to chart a path beyond the dogmatic enclosures
that, in his view, have obstructed Islam’s potential for a civilizational modernity. Drawing
upon the theoretical contributions of the French post-structuralist school—particularly
Michel Foucault’s genealogical inquiries and Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction—Arkoun
places the Islamic tradition under the lens of critical reflection. His central conclusion
emphasizes that the question of enlightenment in the Islamic world remains a long-term
endeavor, one that necessitates the deconstruction of history and its dominant narratives
that continue to shape Muslim consciousness. For Arkoun, transcending this dogmatic
enclosure is essential for creating an open civic space that embraces plurality and

difference.
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