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Abstract:

This study aims to develop an analytical framework for human rights indicators by
examining their concept, functions, and limitations, and by unpacking the mechanisms
through which they are designed and operationalized within monitoring and evaluation
systems. It is grounded in the assumption that indicators are not merely neutral technical
tools; rather, they are methodological choices shaped by human rights norms, social
contexts, and power relations among the actors involved. Accordingly, the study discusses
how rights are translated into observable and measurable variables, identifies possible data
sources (official and non-official), and reviews key criteria for indicator quality, including
validity, reliability, comparability, and relevance. It then analyzes the roles of the state,
national human rights institutions, civil society, and international organizations in
producing indicators and using them for planning, policymaking, and strengthening
accountability. The study also highlights the methodological and ethical challenges
associated with measuring rights, particularly the risk of quantitative reductionism,
potential biases, and the protection of data and vulnerable groups. Finally, it proposes an
integrative approach that combines quantitative indicators with qualitative tools (field
studies, testimonies, and policy analysis) to ensure more accurate, context-sensitive
measurement that supports the protection and realization of rights rather than reducing

them to numbers.
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" OECD/DAC, Glossary of Key Terms in Evaluation and Results Based Management, Evaluation and
Aid Eftectiveness, Development Assistance Committee, OECD/DAC 2002, p 25; Danida: Monitoring
at Programme and Project Level — General Issues, Technical note, Danida 2006, p 3-5.

2 Human Rights Indicators at Programme and Project Level, Guidelines for DEFINING Indicators
Monitoring and Evaluation the danish institute for human rights , 2006, p 11.

>InJ. Abbot and I. Gujit: “Changing views on change: participatory approaches to monitoring the
environment,” International Institute for Environment and Development, SARL Discussion Paper
254, 1998, p 40.

*In Abbot and Gujit, 1998, p 40.

> In M. Green, What we Talk about when we Talk about Indicators: Current approaches to Human
Rights Measurement, UNDP, International Anti-Poverty Law Center, 1999.

® OECD/DAC: Glossary of Key Terms in Evaluation and Results Based Management, Evaluation and
Aid Eftectiveness, Development Assistance Committee, OECD/DAC 2002, p 25; Danida: Monitoring

at Programme and Project Level — General Issues, Technical note, Danida, 2006, p 3-5.
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7 Britha Mikkelsen, Methods for Development Workand Research. A New Guide for Practitioners,
SAGE Publications, New Delhi, Thousand Oaks, London 2005, p 347.
8 M. Radstaake and D. Bronkhorst: Matching Practice with Principles. Human Rights Impact
Assessment: EU Opportunities, HOM, Utrecht, 2002, p. 2, and “Appendix 2: The Use of
Indicators”, p 47-48.
? UNDP, Indicators for Human Rights Based Approaches to Development in UNDP Programming: A
User’s Guide, UNDP, New York, 2006, p 21.
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2 In ITAD, Monitoring and the Use of Indicators. Consultancy Report to DG VIII,

European Commission, Brussels 1996, the term Trackable is used instead of Timeframed. However, the
use of the term Time-framed has recently become more widespread. According to different traditions,
there are a variety of alternative terms related to some of the other SMAR T-letters as well. Thus, while
M nearly always stand for Measurable, S can also stand for Significant or Simple, A can stand for
Acceptable, Achievable or Action-oriented, and R can stand for Realistic or Result-oriented. In certain
contexts, the acronym SMART does not refer to the criteria for defining indicators, but to the criteria
defining SMART goals

13 https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81_%D8%B0%D9%83%D9%8A

% Human Rights Indicators at Programme and Project Level, Guidelines for DEFINING Indicators
Monitoring and Evaluation the danish institute for human rights, 2006, p 14.
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15 Vera Institute of Justice, Measuring Progress toward Safety and Justice: A Global Guide to the
Design of Performance Indicator across the Justice Sector, Vera Institute of Justice, New York,
November 2003.

16 Marike Radstaake and Daan Bronkhorst, Matching Practice with Principles. Human Rights Impact
Assessment: EU Opportunities, HOM, Utrecht, 2002, p 47.

17 In another context, the word “reliability” is used. Britha Mikkelsen defines reliability in the following
way: “Consistency or dependability of data and judgements, with reference to the quality of instruments,
procedures and analyses to collect and interpret data. Information is reliable when repeated observations
using the same instrument under identical conditions produce similar results.” B. Mikkelsen, 2005, p

348.

155 2026 guylo — O)gidillg golual sl **** d_Syealld_Ixo



[ gLy 83ale sl * * Hluidll Geis> Oilpaisga ] @

g i g a5 05 S AU BLYL LY sl dosas wad 3 S S U bl a0 of A Y

M sl o @A Bl Cliag 5835 mly Ll L6 055 Of

DANIDA jia : o)1 ¢,

Oldg sl o) S4e J.:g.&; WJ? C)L>~\j§§')1\ o 156 Danida wt @JL&L\) Cﬂ\}\.“ S tamn u;& Z.AB\J.L\ gie L}
200l Byim Jlesls 3lo

Sl oo 83502l Gl 35l i o — Ao
Ll bl bl ga — O
Sedgll o6 a)aall Al g diece UL fa — G5
Waine ISy ol 3l (g Wgguny DL w0 (S8 = s
¢ LAl sasde UL 05 Ja - Side
¢ a5l i Of e wagaudl asdlly cleli)l san Jo — a3k .6
Ol Yl Gsi Sl pige plgl Il Gl

(S U SO RN

ST B dgenll Sluldl sds ST L ad U ) Ll 26 OLSY Baid 2kl Slensl) s OF s
Al Olbsag BB Ol age ) wwdS g LTy Laclsl Cilyr ey Lo Wi gl BluaY)

Bkl ol s gl 1Y) g 4l

ASLes olage (JlaaVly oY Ol age e (S Sl 55 U] Lysls o
oS3V &t a5kt d oY1 8,440

3 bl Vs i 2 2SO s gl alad 05w Ol Bsi= I 3y ke S&slal 2aSU wba gl i
A sde oLl fass 15 LS ) 3 36 Bl e e iy Leosite ol 21SUlg Bel il Bme oV das o Ball Lo )
& oSy aimdly B LB Tl 26 e BY 2l v 2S0) Sl aglly kbl oSl 5 2l gl Sl gl o 330l
SV a8 23 Ko n Byl 2hBy o g G 3eVG L LS ol o asll ol oo ¥ dkead) 2Ll
el e Glls 3.8 UL BY desose Sliglas pdis il ) LS i Lo LI S0,

gl ) Az gl o ol Lo 2SOl gl (gl

QEWM\ o) Joby Lenld 2*:-’&“? LS)M&_AM.«.S‘}/C)\I&;M oMMJ} i

Al abgs B2l o delig Bshe Dlagas pdls OIS

18 B. Mikkelsen, 2005, p 292-293.

' Danida, Monitoring at Programme and Project Level — General Issues, Technical Advisory Service,
Danida, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Copenhagen April, 2006, p 11.

20 Danida, Monitoring at Programme and Project Level — General Issues, Technical Advisory Service,

Danida, Ministry of Foreign Aftairs, Copenhagen April 2006.
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