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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the meanings of tattooing in Amazigh culture from a
semiotic—anthropological perspective by examining the tattooed body as a symbolic space
where social, cultural, and ritual meanings intersect. The article is based on the assumption
that tattooing is not merely an aesthetic practice but rather a system of signs that reflects
Amazigh representations of the body, identity, and collective memory. The study relies
on the analysis of tattoo symbols found in several Amazigh communities, linking them to
their social and historical contexts as well as to their symbolic functions, such as protection,
affirmation of belonging, and the expression of social status, in addition to their relation

to certain rites of passage and popular beliefs.

The research also discusses the transformations that this practice has undergone in light
of contemporary social and cultural changes, where tattooing has shifted from a clearly
defined social and symbolic function to a cultural marker reflecting the reconfiguration of
identity in modern contexts. The study concludes that the tattooed body can be
interpreted as a cultural text rich in signs, enabling a deeper understanding of the symbolic
structure of Amazigh society and its transformations, while highlighting the relevance of

the semiotic approach in the study of bodily practices within cultural systems.
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