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Abstract:

This article is grounded in the premise that the narrative and symbolic construction of the
Sufi karama (hagiographic marvel) is fundamentally built upon the structure of the prophetic
miracle (mu’jiza) through a sustained mechanism of substitution. As noted in Muhammad Abu
al-Fadl Badran, Adabiyyat al-Karama al-Sufiyya [The Literature of the Sufi Karama], this
mechanism operates through a set of constant and variable narrative elements. Its primary
operation involves transposing an act of supernatural power from the domain of prophecy and
revelation into the realm of sainthood (wilaya) and personal spiritual experience. Consequently,
it substitutes the prophet with the saint (wali) and the characters specific to a miracle with those
of a karama, all while preserving the essential functions and deeper symbolic signification of the
original narrative structure. Thus, substitution does not erase the miracle but strategically re-
deploys it within a distinctively Sufi hermeneutical framework. In this study, we analyze the
mechanism of substitution within the Sufi karma through the lens of Vladimir Propp’s
morphological theory, specifically his concept of the narrative schema and the stability of
functions (Vladimir Propp, Morphology of the Folktale, trans. Ibrahim Al-Khatb, Casablanca,
al-Najah al-Jadida Press, 1st ed, 1986). From this perspective In this view, substitution affects the

characters without altering their functions or sequence, although some may be omitted.
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