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Abstract:

This study examines the dialectical relationship between thought and reading,
positioning it as a central axis in the formation of an individual’s cognitive and cultural
identity, while highlighting the interactive role they play in knowledge production and
world understanding. The research draws upon Arthur Schopenhauer’s insights on the
impact of reading in cultivating imagination and individual thought, Louis Tousser on the
analysis of sign systems and meaning transmission, Umberto Eco’s perspectives on
interpretive theory and textual reading, and Roland Barthes’ reflections on cultural and

symbolic texts.

The study emphasizes key concepts such as possible worlds, which allow readers to
imagine diverse cognitive experiences, and interpretive communities, which provide a
social framework for text interpretation and reading practices, reflecting the cultural and
contextual dimensions of thought. The research demonstrates that the relationship
between thought and reading is not merely the acquisition of information but a dynamic
interactive process that sharpens critical thinking, enables understanding of cultural
symbols, and fosters the development of a cognitive identity capable of engaging with

complex intellectual and social challenges.

Furthermore, the study highlights that reading serves as a tool for expanding cognitive
horizons, while thought enables the processing of this knowledge into critical and creative
insight. The cultural and social context frames this interaction, underscoring that
integrating reading practices with the cultivation of critical thought within a given socio-
cultural context 1s essential for constructing a well-rounded cognitive personality able to

navigate contemporary intellectual challenges eftectively.

Keywords: Thought — Reading - Possible Worlds - Interpretive Communities -

Cultural Hermeneutics
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