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The book addresses a series of prominent issues related to the concept of strangeness in
both Arabic and Western literature. The author delves deeply into its linguistic and
semantic dimensions, as well as its verbal, social, and political manifestations, with a
particular focus on the Arab society during the Abbasid era. He draws on the story of
“Ibrahim ibn Suleiman” as a model that exemplifies the presence of strangeness in literary
texts and reveals its artistic and intellectual richness. The author also highlights the close
relationship between reception and meaning, emphasizing that the richness of a literary
text 1s realized only through the strangeness it evokes in events and imagery, granting the
reader the freedom to interpret and interact according to their own culture and personal
experience. Here, strangeness is not merely a deviation from the familiar; it is an aesthetic
tool that opens the text to multiple possibilities of meaning, transforming reading into an
active and dynamic experience in which the reader participates in constructing
significance and enriching the text with literary and cognitive value. Thus, the strange
text becomes a vibrant space for interaction and dialogue, far from being closed in on
itself, remaining open to interpretations that renew with each reader and era. At the heart
of this discussion lies a central question: how did strangeness manifest in Arabic literature
during the Abbasid period, and what role did it play in the mechanisms of reception and

the production of meaning within the text?.
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