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Abstact:

Orientalists play a role in shaping the Western mentality by presenting opinions
that contribute to forming the general perception of the East. These Orientalist
studies tend to take two directions, either a positive approach based on objectivity
and neutrality, free from any preconceived ideas or hidden motives, aiming to
build a cultural dialogue between both sides and thus achieve a deeper
understanding of both cultures. On the other hand, there can be a negative and
deficient study, relying on fabricating lies and misguided ideas deviating from
scientific and credible principles. This leads to distorting the image of the East,
spreading misconceptions in academic curricula and scientific research, thereby
widening the communication gap between the east and the west.

This research will examine the categories of Orientalists as identified by Arab
intellectuals, providing examples from each category to clarify their background,
methodology, and the impact of their writings on the western understanding of the
east and vice versa.

Keywords: Orientalists; East; Categories; Civilization; West;
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