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Abstract:

One of the most powerful media tools in shaping public opinion is investigative
journalism, so in this research project we relied on scientific scrutiny of the pivotal role
that investigative journalism plays in strengthening democratic practices, by highlighting
its ability to enable the public to obtain reliable information that contributes to shaping
their opinions and positions on public issues, through three main axes, which we

formulated in the form of basic and direct questions:
How does investigative journalism aftect the formation of public opinion?

Investigative reports that reveal scandals, violations or corruption can spark broad
discussions in society, so this type of journalism contributes to bringing about radical
changes in public opinion by directing attention to issues that may be unknown or
overlooked, and when an investigative report is published on a political corruption case,

this can lead to widespread public anger and calls for accountability and reform.
How do we know the cognitive authority of investigative journalism?

Investigative journalism has a strong cognitive authority, it is not just a news transmitter,
but a source of knowledge production, this authority comes through the ability to access
accurate and detailed information and verify it through professional means, this authority
gives investigative journalism a distinguished position in society, as its reports are
considered a reliable reference for the public when forming their opinions on public
issues, this cognitive authority enhances the role of journalism as a guardian of democracy
as it contributes to revealing facts that may be hidden from the public by political or
economic forces, and the impact of investigative journalism on the public sphere and

democratic practice.
How does investigative journalism directly affect the public sphere?

By providing accurate and influential investigations, investigative journalism works to
expand the scope of public debate and direct it towards issues that need attention and
treatment. In addition, investigative journalism contributes to enhancing democratic
practice by enabling citizens to access accurate and reliable information, which helps them

make informed decisions and participate eftectively in political life.

What is the responsibility of investigative journalism in change?
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Investigative journalism has a great responsibility in bringing about social and political
change by shedding light on important issues and uncovering hidden truths. Investigative
journalism can be a driving force for change, and this responsibility requires investigative
journalists to adhere to the highest standards of accuracy and objectivity, while being
aware of the impact their reports can have on individuals and communities. The
responsibility of investigative journalism is not limited to revealing problems only, but also
includes providing potential solutions or opening the door to public debate on how to
address them. Investigative journalism has great power in shaping public opinion and
directing public discussions towards important issues, which enhances the role of
journalism as a guardian of democracy. The cognitive authority enjoyed by investigative
journalism gives it the ability to influence the public sphere and democratic practice, while
imposing a great responsibility on it to use this power to positively influence society by
focusing on transparency and accountability. Investigative journalism can contribute to
bringing about tangible changes that lead to improving people's lives and promoting social

and political justice.
S Gt (Ol el 6T aslaia ) Bl debill O
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