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Abstract

Language as a means of communication and understanding has contributed to the
development and promotion of human civilization and fostering cross-cultural
communication. However, language has stimulated conflicts and crises between nations
and individuals, therefore, it has become an instrument of destruction and devastation
rather than a means of cooperation and co-existence. Linguistic violence occurs through
language implications and connotations. This violence is rooted in inequal environments
which bring about inappropriate use of language. The reason behind investigating the
issue of linguistic violence using a detailed and descriptive approach is to contribute to
establishing empirical studies in this field. Furthermore, it aims to raise awareness of this
critical phenomenon and its numerous impacts on our social norms and individuals’
emotional and physical safety. Linguistic violence is a major moral dilemma and has
increased due to the use of social media which made communication and interaction
between individuals easier and more accessible. This study is based on the hypothesis of
the shift in the use of language as a tool of communication and its role in promoting human
relations into an instrument of violence or “linguistic violence”. It examines the various
aspects of meaning in different contexts and its impact on the individual and society.
Hence, the present paper is a diachronic and descriptive study of the notion of linguistic
violence and its types. It also reflects on the previous field studies dealt with this
phenomenon. Eventually, the study reveals that linguistic violence primarily aftects the
physical well-being of the individual and causes certain social disorders, such as social
anxiety and other social behavior disorders. On the other hand, the increase of linguistic
violence can lead to social deterioration and diminish human connections.

« Key terms: Language, communication, Linguistic violence, instrument, behavior.
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