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Abstract:

The reality of Sub-Saharan Africa exposes the state’s inability and failure to
counter the problems faced by its societies. The roots of those problems, not
to say crises, can be traced to the existing political systems. These have become
burdens imposed upon those societies and obstacles to development, not
advocates, let alone fulfillers, of the aspirations of Africans. The hope of
establishing a democratic and development-based state has faded away, and the
dream has turned into a nightmare. Africans have woken up to authoritarian
regimes gripped by the anxiety of tightening security, suppressing citizens and
exploiting national wealth. This paper attempts to examine the structure of the
African states based the thesis advanced by the French Sociologist Jean-

Francois Pierre.

Keywords : The state, The authoritarian thesis, Authoritarianism.
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